
Written submission from the Scottish Government to the Public Audit 
Committee, dated 29 May 2014 
 
Thank you for your letter of 21 May with regard to Audit Scotland’s Reshaping Care 
for Older People report. 
 
The budgets for Housing and for the Reshaping Care for Older People Programme 
are held separately, as set out in the Scottish Budget 2014-15. 
 
The development of a strategy for housing for older people was identified as an early 
action within the Reshaping Care programme. Age, Home and Community (our 
national strategy for housing for Scotland’s older people) sets out a clear vision 
along with a number of outcomes that we would like to achieve and a framework for 
delivery. 
 
In the four years to March 2016, the Government’s planned spending on affordable 
housing will be more than £1.35 billion. Over £1 billion of this funding has been 
allocated to local authority areas across Scotland. Accessible housing for older 
people and other groups with particular needs is funded through this part of the 
programme. 
 
From 2012–2013 a new resource planning approach has been adopted, which 
enables each council to exercise its strategic role more flexibly and to put forward to 
Scottish Government strategic local proposals of social and affordable housing 
developments, based on their Local Housing Strategy. Funding decisions are 
therefore based on the priorities of local authorities as identified in their Housing 
Need and Demand Assessments, Local Housing Strategies and Strategic Housing 
Investment Plans. 
 
The Scottish Government grant funding system allows councils in all parts of 
Scotland to bring forward viable programmes that meet local needs. We have 
therefore accepted that, both for council and housing association developments, the 
grant subsidy rates that apply to social rented homes are benchmarks and not flat 
rates. This allows a flexible system so that it is easier for housing associations and 
councils to get additional subsidy, where needed, for higher cost projects.  
 
The Scottish Government also provides annual funding to Housing Associations to 
provide adaptations, enabling people to live longer in their homes. £10 million was 
made available in 2013-14 and funding will be maintained at that level in 2014-15. 
 
We do not hold expenditure or unit information by the specific individual categories of 
‘sheltered’ and ‘very sheltered housing’. I have set out below the number of homes 
provided for older and disabled people that have been completed in recent years, 
and the expenditure for particular needs (comprising all of these categories) and 
general needs housing association rented homes and the council house building 
programme over the same period. This information is published each year as part of 
the Affordable Housing Supply Programme (AHSP) outturn reports.  
  
Notwithstanding these specific categories, the AHSP supports the delivery of flexible 
housing capable of being adapted to suit peoples’ changing requirements. Therefore 



wherever possible, all units are built to Varying Need Standards. While there are 
projects specifically for particular needs, many projects that we fund will include a 
mix of homes for both general needs and particular needs. 
 
In addition to the homes delivered by housing associations, a growing proportion of 
the AHSP comprises new council homes for social rent. 
 
Breakdown of completions for older/ wheelchair/ physically disabled provision 
- 2008-09 to 2012-13:  
 

Category 2008-09 2009-10 2010-11 2011-12 2012-13 

Older 591 489 577 575 401 

Older Physical Disabled 16 15 39 0 1 

Older Wheelchair 8 13 22 9 10 

Older Wheelchair Supported 
Residential 

0 0 0 3 0 

Older Supported Residential 47 73 18 0 12 

Wheelchair 166 129 208 223 140 

Physical Disabled 47 84 79 59 23 

Total  875 803 943 869 587 

 
AHSP grant for Council House Programme and housing association rented 
homes for general/particular needs – 2008-09 to 2012-13 
 

Expenditure £m 2008/09 2009/10 2010/11 2011/12 2012/13 

Council House Programme  1.025 5.700 49.253 45.578 

RSL General needs 259.412 337.634 237.366 146.202 104.180 

RSL Particular needs 82.273 96.562 70.709 53.090 22.149 
      
 

I hope that this information is useful and I would be happy to discuss any aspect of it 
with you. 
 

 
MARGARET BURGESS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  


